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Agriculture in the refugees’ countries 

• Nigeria

•Syria

•Iraq

•Turkey

•Eritrea 

•Israel



Nigeria
The agricultural products of 
Nigeria can be divided into 
two main groups: food 
crops, produced for home 
consumption, and export 
products. The most 
important food crops are 
yams and manioc in the 
south and sorghum. Many 
fruits and vegetables are 
also grown by Nigerian 
farmers. 
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Syria
The agricultural sector in 
Syria accounted for 29 
percent of the GDP. The 
primary agricultural products 
are cotton, olives, wheat, 
barley, lentils, chickpeas, 
sugar beets.  When cotton 
was superseded by oil as the 
largest Syrian export, cotton 
accounted for about one-
third of Syria's total exports. 
Syria is also the second 
largest olive exporter in the 
Arab world after Tunisia and 
is sixth in the world after 
Spain, Greece, Tunisia, Italy, 
and Turkey. HOME



Iraq
The sector continues to employ almost 
one-third of the country's labor force . 

Major agricultural products are cereals, 
including wheat and barley. Most 
agricultural activity is concentrated in 
the fertile lowlands in the 
Mesopotamian plains irrigated from the 
Tigris and the Euphrates. 

The Kurdish areas in the north, which 
have received minimal attention due to 
the conflict between the central 
government and the Kurds, remain 
underdeveloped and mostly dependent 
on rainwater. 
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Turkey
The major industrial crops produced in 
Turkey are cotton, tobacco, and sugar beets. 
Cotton is crucial to the wider economy since 
it provides the fiber for textiles, the leading 
category of Turkish exports. Cotton is 
primarily grown on the coastal plains of the 
Mediterranean and Aegean seas, in the 
south and southwest. Only 10 percent of 
cotton is exported in raw form, while the 
rest feeds the domestic textile industry. 
Another industrial crop are sugar beets. 

Tobacco has been grown in Turkey for many 
centuries, and the tobacco industry is a 
major player in the Turkish economy, 
contributing 18 percent of total agricultural 
exports. Turkey ranks as the fifth largest 
tobacco-producing country in the world, and 
its number-one producer of Oriental 
tobacco.
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Fruit and vegetables are also important to the Turkish
economy. The country produces 80 varieties of fresh fruits
and vegetables and exports 30 kinds of vegetable and 20
kinds of fruit. These include grapes, citrus fruit, melons,
potatoes, onions, tomatoes, olives, and cucumbers. These
exports are worth over US$1 billion annually to Turkey.

Turkey is prominent, too, in the world trade of edible nuts
and dried fruits. In this category of agricultural products,
hazelnuts, pistachios, sultanas, dried apricots, and dried
figs are important exports. Turkey also leads the world in
figs, producing 36 percent of the world's total production
and accounting for 70-75 percent of total world exports



Eritrea
80% of the Eritrean 
workforce are employed 
in agriculture. Eritrea's 
main agricultural products 
include sorghum, millet, 
barley, wheat, legumes, 
vegetables, fruits, sesame, 
linseed.

HOME



Israel
Since the creation of the State of 
Israel, the cultivated area has 
increased. The main factor 
limiting the development of 
agriculture is not land but the 
availability of water. With several 
years of water shortages in the 
summer the further 
development of the agricultural 
sector in Israel will lead to the 
increase of the efficiency of 
existing and recycling of waste 
water land. The main crops are 
vegetables, fruits, flowers and 
field products. Cereals are very 
popular. Other  crops are 
potatoes, vegetables including 
tomatoes and fruit such as 
watermelon, apples, peaches, 
bananas, melon, sugar beets ; 
the vine,  the olive.  Minor crops 
are tobacco, peanuts, sesame.
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Figs
Ficus carica is a gynodioecious (functionally 
dioecious), deciduous tree or large shrub, 
growing to a height of 7–10 metres , with 
smooth white bark. Its fragrant leaves are 
12–25 centimetres long and 10–18 
centimetres across, and deeply lobed with 
three or five lobes. The complex 
inflorescence consists of a hollow fleshy 
structure called the syconium, which is lined 
with numerous unisexual flowers. The 
flowers themselves are not visible from 
outside the syconium, as they bloom inside 
the infructescence. Although commonly 
referred to as a fruit, the fig is actually the 
infructescence or scion of the tree, known 
as a false fruit or multiple fruit, in which the 
flowers and seeds are borne. It is a hollow-
ended stem containing many flowers. The 
small orifice (ostiole) visible on the middle 
of the fruit is a narrow passage, which 
allows the specialized fig wasp Blastophaga
psenes to enter the fruit and pollinate the 
flower, whereafter the fruit grows seeds. 
See Ficus: Fig fruit and reproduction system.

The edible fruit consists of the mature 
syconium containing numerous one-seeded 
fruits (druplets).[The fruit is 3–5 centimetres
long, with a green skin, sometimes ripening 
towards purple or brown. Ficus carica has 
milky sap (laticifer). The sap of the fig's 
green parts is an irritant to human skin.



Tobacco
Tobacco is a product prepared from the 
leaves of the tobacco plant by curing 
them. The plant is part of the genus 
Nicotiana and of the Solanaceae
(nightshade) family. While more than 70 
species of tobacco are known, the chief 
commercial crop is N. tabacum. The 
more potent variant N. rustica is also 
used around the world.

Tobacco contains the alkaloid nicotine, 
which is a stimulant. Dried tobacco 
leaves are mainly used for smoking in 
cigarettes, cigars, pipe tobacco, and 
flavored shisha tobacco. They can be 
also consumed as snuff, chewing 
tobacco, dipping tobacco and snus.

Tobacco use is a risk factor for many 
diseases, especially those affecting the 
heart, liver, and lungs, as well as many 
cancers. In 2008, the World Health 
Organization named tobacco as the 
world's single greatest preventable cause 
of death.



Sugar beets
The sugar beet has a conical, white, fleshy root) with a flat crown. The plant consists of the 

root and a rosette of leaves. Sugar is formed by photosynthesis in the leaves, and is then stored in the root.

The root of the beet contains 75% water, about 20% sugar, and 5% pulp (the exact sugar contents can vary 
between 12 and 21% sugar, depending on the cultivar and growing conditions). Sugar is the primary value of 
sugar beet as a cash crop. The pulp, insoluble in water and mainly composed of cellulose, hemicellulose, lignin, 
and pectin, is used in animal feed. The byproducts of the sugar beet crop, such as pulp and molasses, add 
another 10% to the value of the harvest.

Sugar beets grow exclusively in the temperate zone, in contrast to sugarcane, which grows exclusively in the 
tropical and subtropical zones. The average weight of sugar beet ranges between 0.5 and 1 kg (1.1 and 2.2 lb). 
Sugar beet foliage has a rich, brilliant green color and grows to a height of about 35 cm (14 in). The leaves are 
numerous and broad and grow in a tuft from the crown of the beet, which is usually level with or just above 
the ground surface.



Manioc

The maioc root is long and tapered, with a firm, homogeneous 
flesh encased in a detachable rind, about 1 mm thick, rough and 
brown on the outside. Commercial cultivars can be 5 to 10 cm (2.0 
to 3.9 in) in diameter at the top, and around 15 to 30 cm (5.9 to 
11.8 in) long. A woody vascular bundle runs along the root's axis. 
The flesh can be chalk-white or yellowish. Cassava roots are very 
rich in starch and contain small amounts of calcium (16 mg/100g), 
phosphorus (27 mg/100g), and vitamin C (20.6 mg/100g). 
However, they are poor in protein and other nutrients. In contrast, 
cassava leaves are a good source of protein (rich in lysine), but 
deficient in the amino acid methionine and possibly tryptophan.


